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Ryan Avery had been sitting by his phone for a week, expecting a special return call from a National
Lacrosse League team.

However, his friend, Kevin Dean, never knew his was coming until the phone rang.

T he pair are now heading to possible professional careers after being selected in the NLL's annual
amateur draft in September in T oronto.

Avery, the Burling ton ChiefsBurling ton Chiefs ' Junior A team starting goaltender this season, was taken in the
second round by the Rochester Knighthawks.

Dean, who saw brief duty with the Chiefs before being shipped off to St. Catharines two years ago,
got selected in the fifth round by the Columbus Landsharks.

T he Hamilton residents are being joined in the hunt for an NLL roster spot by former Burlington
Chief Greg Judge, who was picked in the third round by Columbus.

Judge has a business management degree from Mercyhurst College in Pennsylvania and is taking a
few additional courses there.

"It feels good after working so hard to get somewhere," said Avery, 20, a second year law and
security student at Mohawk College.

"T hey (Rochester) had called me a week before. When they called, they told me when they wanted
to draft me and they talked about their team and how I'm going to be used."

Avery, the 18th overall pick, had been the MVP of the Ontario Lacrosse Association's first Junior A
combine game in June and said a few teams began to contact him.

"We were supposed to be good this year, but we didn't play well at all," he said of the Chiefs failure
to make it to the playoffs this year. "T here were a lot of games we shouldn't have lost and the
games we did win, we should have blown the other teams out."

He leaves for the first camp in Rochester on Nov. 2 and returns every Saturday and Sunday for
twice-daily workouts until mid-December. In Rochester, he's going to be the third-string goalie
behind veterans Patrick Campbell and Pat O'T oole.

Dean, 20, who was playing for the Hamilton Kilty Bees Junior A hockey team, when the Landsharks
called, said he felt good about getting drafted.

"Ryan and I have been playing lacrosse together our whole lives and we were working to get



drafted," he said. "I was satisfied to go in any round. As long as I'm there, I can work hard to try to
make the team. I didn't care if I was in the first or the last round."

T he pair had started in the Hamilton minor lacrosse system and played for the St. Catharines
Spartans junior B team before going to the Chiefs in 2000.

Dean, the 52nd pick in the draft, was noticed, while playing for St. Catharines Athletics. T he team
that went 20-0 during the regular Ontario Lacrosse Association season and then reached the
national junior final for the second year in a row.

St. Kitts won the Minto Cup in 2001, but fell this year to Burnaby.

"Everyone that could have been drafted from my team got drafted," he said.

He is also a second year law and security student at Mohawk.

It will be a short trip to the Columbus training camp in November for Dean since there are plans to
hold it in either Ancaster or Burlington.

Judge, 24, the 28th overall pick, said he was excited about being drafted.

"I had spoken to a few teams going into the draft. I was pretty sure I was going to be drafted by
Columbus. I was looking at their roster and they're a pretty young team and have a young
coaching staff and they're excited by the players they got," said Judge, a four-year veteran at
Mercyhurst.

He played five years of junior lacrosse, took two summers off from box lacrosse and played last
summer with the Burlington senior team.
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