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A renewed commitment to excellence is being made by Burling ton ChiefsBurling ton Chiefs . T his week the club
announced that Canadian national field lacrosse assistant coach T ed Sawicki will be the Chiefs' new
head coach for the 2000 Ontario Lacrosse Association Junior A season.

Sawicki, 37, replaces veteran Jim Brady, who guided Chiefs to playoff berths during both his years
with the Burlington organization.

Other changes at the top include the retirement of general manager T om Succamore and the shift
of Dave Smith into that position.

"We're thrilled to have T ed as our new head coach," Chiefs' president Rod Butt said. "T his grows on
the momentum that was started a couple of years ago.

"When we brought in Jim Brady two years ago we made a fundamental statement to the lacrosse
world that Burlington is on the rise -- we want to do something important."

It appeared that Chiefs were well on their way to becoming a top-notch squad in Brady's first
season, when they raced to a 15-6-1 record. T hat was by far the best performance of Burlington's
18-year OLA Junior A history.

Most of the time, since its inception as a franchise in 1984, Burlington has spent in the bottom half
of the standings. Several of those years they were dead last.

But this past season, the veteran coach and general manager of Minto Cup championships with St.
Catharines and Whitby lost his magic winning formula. Chiefs, in their new uniforms, lost many
players to graduation and just squeaked into the eighth and final playoff position with a 6-14
record.

It was only the second sub-.500 season in the 30 years Brady has been coaching junior teams in
Southern Ontario.

"We didn't live up to our potential this past season," Butt said. "It wasn't what we expected from
the coaching staff or from the players that were there. T hey should have been able to do better.

"After a lot of soul-searching and discussions with the players and coaches, we felt we had to make
changes."

Five coaches applied and went through the formal interview process.

Said Butt: "Our profile is going up. It's a big change. Coaches are now coming to us instead of us
desperately trying to find people."



Brady describes 1999 as being "the year from hell" for him in terms of lacrosse.

"I wasn't terribly enthused about coming back next year," he said, "but I never like to quit anything.
It was an unfinished job."

T he St. Catharines resident admits being tired of the long drives to the rink. He was also feeling
uninspired because of the club's feet-dragging when it came time to offer him a new one-year
agreement.

"With T ommy (Succamore) leaving, I wasn't prepared to make a full commitment. T ommy had
been the major factor in me being there. T hey weren't prepared to make a full commitment to me,
either, so I'd say we had a mutual understanding."

According to Brady, inconsistent goaltending early in the season along with injuries to high-scoring
Scott Stewart and first-round draft choice Adam Lustic prevented Chiefs from achieving more
success. T he failure of 1998 Rookie of the Year, Mike Longboat, to fit in harmoniously with his
teammates -- before his trade to Six Nations Arrows -- also was a factor.

"I don't have a lot of hard feelings," Brady maintained. "T hey treated me well. Everybody makes a
judgment call based on the most recent things that have happened. T hey certainly have the right
to make a change."

Ironically, Brady used to coach Sawicki in the junior ranks in St. Catharines.
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Despite the fact that Sawicki has never before been a head coach in box lacrosse, Brady refers to
his ex-player as "a rising star."

"He's very knowledgeable," Brady said.

Brady will continue to serve in his role as OLA commissioner for the Major level.

Succamore, who commuted from the T oronto area, served five years as general manager. As for
Smith, he's a Burlington resident who has been either treasurer or president of the club for nine
years.

Burlington's junior field lacrosse team, which was formed two years ago, plays this weekend in
Brampton gearing up for a run at the provincial championships later this month.

"We didn't live up to our potential this past season ... After a lot of soul-searching and discussions
with the players and coaches, we felt we had to make changes." Rod Butt

CIT AT ION (APA ST YLE)CIT AT ION (APA ST YLE)

MOKO, L. (1999, October 2). 'RISING STAR' HIRED TO COACH CHIEFS LACROSSE TEAM HOPES TO REGAIN



MOMENTUM. Hamilton Spectator, The (Ontario, Canada), p. N16. Available from NewsBank: Access World
News: https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/news/document-view?
p=AWNB&docref=news/10B003765EC2222B.

Copyrig ht (c) 1999, The Hamilton Spectator. All rig hts reserved.


	'RISING STAR' HIRED TO COACH CHIEFS LACROSSE TEAM - Hamilton Spectator, The (Ontario, Canada) - October 2, 1999 - page N16

