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Burling ton ChiefsBurling ton Chiefs  have the perfect inspiration if they want to learn the finer points of lacrosse
and possibly advance their playing careers in the sport.

T he Burlington Junior A club is led by a new coach this season -- T ed Sawicki -- who doubles as
head coach of the National Lacrosse League Buffalo Bandits.

Bandits are professional players, who make between $450 and $1,200 (U.S.) a game. T he
revamped Buffalo franchise currently has a 6-3 record and its lineup includes former Chiefs' high-
scoring forward Pat Maddalena. He's a NLL rookie who has started every game and scored some
key goals.

Chiefs got their first instruction from Sawicki earlier this week at Appleby College Arena when
Burlington began tryouts for its 2000 Ontario Lacrosse Association season.

According to Stoney Creek resident Sawicki, Bandits and Chiefs have practices scheduled for some
of the same nights during the next five weeks. And that means he won't be in attendance at all of
the Burlington workouts. On those occasions, however, assistant coaches Jeff Dowling and
Armando Rodrigues will be in charge.

Sawicki's background is impressive. He played for teams that won numerous amateur and
professional box league and field championships. He has participated in a record five world field
lacrosse championships and is also a member of the OLA Hall of Fame.

Last year, the Mississauga Woodlands high school teacher was an assistant coach with both the
St. Catharines OLA Major club and the Bandits.

"T he game is coined as the fastest game on two feet," Sawicki said during a break in the Chiefs'
opening practice. "T hat's the way my teams play it.

"I just kind of gave them (Chief hopefuls) a little wink that they had better get themselves in shape
in the next month."

A first-team all-star Junior A netminder for St. Catharines in 1983, Sawicki says the smell of the
Appleby College arena along with the spring chill and dampness in the air brings back a lot of
memories from his own teenage playing years.

"When I saw the goalies running around with all the equipment on and trying to throw the ball I
remembered doing that. Also, being out of shape at training camp and not knowing what's going
on."

Sawicki says lacrosse comes down to hard work and preparation. T hat's why he discounts some of
the pre-season ratings which consider Burlington middle-of-the-pack material.



"T he real reason we're here is to have fun. It's a great game to play, win or lose. It still comes
down to basics -- running, shooting, passing, hitting the open man, seeing the floor and getting the
ball up the floor as quickly as possible."

Chiefs' general manage Dave Smith is pleased to have Sawicki on board. T om Succamore and Jim
Brady served as general manager and coach, respectively, for each of the past two years.

"It's fantastic to have him." Smith said of Sawicki. "He has a lot of playing experience both in box
and field. He's knows the lacrosse strategies but he's young enough for players to relate to him."

Chiefs' president Rod Butt points out that Sawicki has put his personal stamp on the Bandits this
season and that's why the Buffalo club has improved. Butt is confident the same type of upward
movement in the standings is possible with the Chiefs. Burlington finished eighth last season and
won just six of 24 league and playoff games.

"T ed and Jeff have a different style of coaching than Jim Brady," Butt said. "I think we'll see a faster
team. T ed stresses a fit, speedy team that has excellent skill."

Chiefs, incidentally, selected three players at the Jan. 6 league draft in T oronto. With the fourth
overall choice, Burlington picked Graham Sutherland from Hamilton. T he club then went for both
Kellen Bryson of Brantford and Merrick T homson of Hamilton in the second round.

Practices will be held each T uesday and T hursday until the end of the month. Appleby College will
be the site for 7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. workouts until April 13. T hen it's on to Skyway Arena (April 18-
20) and to Central Arena (April 25-27) for tryouts beginning at 8 p.m.

Chiefs have an exhibition game T hursday, April 20 against Brampton Excelsiors. It's an 8 p.m.start
at Skyway. T hey'll also play host to a four-team tournament April 30 from 8 a.m. until 9 p.m. at
Central Arena.

Eleven teams will be in the Junior A loop this season. T en are back from last year plus an Amherst,
N.Y.-based entry which will be part of the OLA on a trial basis. Burlington opens its 21-game
regular-season home schedule Friday, May 5 against Kitchener Braves. All home games are played
at Central Arena.

As for Bandits, they've split games with the defending champion T oronto Rock thus far this
season.

"We're looking good," Sawicki said of the Buffalo squad.

CHIEFS' SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, MAY 5

Friday, May 5 -- Kitchener, 8 p.m.



Sunday, May 7 -- St. Catharines, 7 p.m.

Friday, May 12 -- Mississauga, 8 p.m.

Sunday, May 14 -- Brampton, 7 p.m.

T uesday, May 16 -- at Whitby, 8 p.m.

Friday, May 19 -- at Brampton, 8 p.m.

Sunday, May 21 -- Six Nations, 7 p.m.

T hursday, May 25 -- at T oronto, 8 p.m.

T uesday, May 30 -- at Mississauga, 8 p.m.

Friday, June 2 -- Orillia, 8.30 p.m.

Sunday, June 4 -- at Peterborough, 7 p.m.

T hursday, June 8 -- at Orillia, 8.30 p.m.

Friday, June 9 -- T oronto, 8 p.m.

Friday, June 16 -- Orangeville, 8 p.m.

Sunday, June 18 -- at Orangeville, 7 p.m.

T uesday, June 20 -- at Kitchener, 8 p.m.

Friday, June 23 -- Amherst, 8 p.m.

Friday, June 30 -- Peterborough, 8.30 p.m.

Sunday, July 2 -- at Six Nations, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, July 5 -- at St. Catharines, 8 p.m.

Friday, July 7 -- Whitby, 8 p.m.
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