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T hrough bitter cold, rain and sleet, Jeff Franey has been burning up the turf for the Elmira College
Soaring Eagles.

T he Lord Elgin grad, now a sophomore on academic scholarship at the NCAA Division III school, in
New York has 19 goals and three assists during the Eagles' first three games of the Empire
Lacrosse League season.

He's also expected to be in the Burling ton Jr. A ChiefsBurling ton Jr. A Chiefs  lineup for the team's Ontario Lacrosse
Association season opener against Brampton Friday, May 1.

"It'll be exciting to get him back," said T om Succamore, the Chiefs' general manager. "We've got
six or seven guys in college and they're all having good years."

Franey, 20, will travel back to Ontario for several games in May. He'll join the Chiefs full-time once
he finishes school later that month.

Moving indoors to the box lacrosse league will require some adjustments, admits Franey, named a
pre-season all-American at the attack position for the Eagles' field lacrosse squad.

"It takes a couple of games to get used to the smaller goal," said Franey, 20.

PRESSURE

T he marketing student was also named one of three captains for the Eagles' squad this season.
T hat, along with the pre-season all-America selection, has put him in the spotlight. It's a mixed
blessing for Franey, a six-footer who tips the scales at 210 pounds.

"T here's a little bit of pressure," he said. "It's a very nice honour, but there's that much more to live
up to."

He set Elmira College scoring records as a freshman for goals and points in a season and goals
(eight) in a game.

Franey smashed the latter record last Wednesday, when he scored 11 goals in leading the Eagles
to a 21-13 win over Pennsylvania's Lycombing College.

T he Eagles, despite losing four starters, are in a better position this year to make the playoffs,
Franey said.

Despite all the individual attention he's been getting, his goals for the season are team-based.



"It's more of a team thing," he said. "I want us to do a lot better than last year and beat a ranked
team. We're on the verge."

GOOD ST ART

T he Eagles finished out of the playoffs last year, but got off to a 2-1 start this season.

T hey've been practising since the second week of school in September and although the weather's
been terrible for the first few games, the Eagles were happy to finally be outdoors.

"We were sick of playing ourselves," Franey said.

Jim Brady has taken over the coaching reins of the Burlington Chiefs from Ed Comeau this season.
Comeau is an assistant coach with the Ontario Raiders of the National Lacrosse League.

"Ed's very involved with field lacrosse and with the pro team in Hamilton," said Succamore. "T hey're
still in the fight for the playoffs and we start practices this week."

Brady, who has a dazzling winning record at the junior level, will implement a run-and-gun style in
Burlington, Succamore said.

Franey, who has spoken with Brady by phone, said he's ready to hit the floor running.

T he Chiefs open training camp T hursday at 6:30 p.m. at Appleby College arena.

Burlington's first home game is against Orillia on Friday, May 15 at 8:30 p.m. at Central Arena.
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