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Jeff Dowling stepped down from his duo portfolio of head coach and general manager of the OLA
Junior A Burling ton ChiefsBurling ton Chiefs  after the team's final game of the season in Brampton last night.

T here's been plenty of discussion over the years about whether to field a Junior A or Junior B team
in the Bay Area city.

T he team's failure again to latch onto a playoff berth -- after going 2-17, not counting last night's
finale in Brampton -- has given Dowling one-last assessment on the subject after a two-year run at
the helm of the gutted-stick crew.

"I have heard that there is a group that would like the team to go Junior B. I personally think that
would be a big mistake.

"T he minor systems in Oakville and Burlington continue to improve and while they won't rival the
Whitby system or the combined St. Catharines, Spartan, Welland, Niagara-on-the-Lake, they are
quite competitive.

"If Burlington were Junior B, St. Catharines, Six Nations and Mississauga . . . the closest Junior A
teams . . . would line up to get our players. So right there we would lose at least 10 players that
would play Junior A elsewhere, plus players like T revor Wagar (Guelph), Paul Winger (Oakville), Paul
Dawson (Oakville), Bill Willson (Owen Sound), Brad Favero (Spartan) would be bound to their own
Junior B area teams.

"We have drafted well in the past; Merrick T homson and Graham Sutherland (2000), T revor Wagar
and Nathan Gilchrist (2001), Paul Dawson (2002) and Adam Holton, Adam Lukanchoff and Stefan
LeBlanc (2003) and we have three high picks in this year's draft.

"T he executive needs to get sponsors in place to make sure the team can get to the next level.

"One step at a time, get a general manager that can work year-round to put a team on the floor
(done), hire a coach that can be fully committed (in the works), put a good team on the floor (I
expect that will be next season), bring in the missing piece(s) of the puzzle (two-three years)."

On how to get better after many fruitless years of trying to attain even a .500 won-loss average,
Dowling added:

"It really is a catch-22 situation. In order to get better, we need to attract better players and to
attract better players. . . we need to get better.

"If a player from British Columbia wants to come East, they look at Orangeville, St. Catharines and
recently T oronto Beaches.



"T he nucleus is there within Hamilton, Oakville and Burlington to become a better team and in a
year or two who know's, maybe players will be e-mailing Peter (Bowers) to say they would like to
come to Burlington."
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