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It's been said confession is good for the soul, so Jeff Dowling felt it was time to air his innermost
feelings about his Junior A lacrosse team.

He's stepping down, he says, relinquishing his duo role of head coach and GM of the Burling tonBurling ton
ChiefsChiefs  at season's end.

Who can blame him in what can best be described as a season to forget. But, he notes, it has
nothing whatsoever to do with the product on the floor. T his, he adds, is all about work and family
commitments.

"I knew at the start of the season that it would be hard on my family and that I couldn't do it
beyond this season," the sophomore bench boss elaborated. "(So) I started putting things in place
to make an easy transition for Peter Bowers (assistant GM) to step in and run the team. Peter has
been doing a lot of the GM functions and has been completely involved with any deals that I am
working on."

One such deal brought Glen McDonald over from Brampton Excelsiors but, in the process, leading
scorer Sean Pollock (25-22) was shipped to Kitchener to complete the T revor Colm transaction.

Dowling, who bides his time in the off-season as an assistant coach with the National Lacrosse
League's Columbus Landsharks, admits it's time to step back and enjoy his summers with family
and friends.

"I travel with my job, so I have had to miss some games and practices because of work . . . and my
family, that has been extremely supportive, has had to suffer as well."

T hat coupled with the hectic NLL season last winter has finally taken its toll.

"My kids are starting to get involved in sports now and I want to be there for them (Miranda, 5,
plays T -ball in Ancaster, twins Jaden and Kyla are very active 21/2 year olds.)."

Dowling acknowledges it's not an easy chore running a team in what can be considered a non-
lacrosse area.

"We do have a good crop of Burlington, Oakville and Hamilton kids that are first- and second-year
junior players. Unfortunately, they are spread out among Brampton, Mississauga, Oakville and
Milton teams.

"We're not like a Whitby that has basically the whole Durham region to draw from or St. Catharines
that has the Niagara region.



"(But) things look good on our depth chart for next year with first-year juniors like David Brock,
Stefan Leblanc, Chris Butt, Brendan T henhaus, Adam Holton and Adam Lukanchoff."

Right now though, there's a huge, dark cloud hovering over the Chiefs.

It was bad enough a visit to Orillia turned into a 18-5 disaster but only 13 players made the
commitment to show up -- a no-brainer the legendary Jim Bishop would never have put up with in
the heyday of the sport.

On the floor, the Chiefs fell at home to Orangeville Northmen 8-4 and 24 hours later in T oronto,
the Beaches prevailed 12-4 for the Chiefs' 14th setback in 16 outings.

Dowling admits this is the team he pieced together from a 6-14 outfit of a year ago, and adds, let
the record speak for itself.

"I have put in a lot of time trying to make this team work and I do believe the pieces to the puzzle
are there. It will be up to Peter and the coaching staff to complete the puzzle."

SENIOR B: Burling ton ChiefsBurling ton Chiefs  are ready to climb the league ladder, beginning tonight at home to
Owen Sound. Game time is 7:30 p.m. T he 3-4-1 Chiefs travel to Arthur on T uesday. Mike Szpiech, a
Burlington native, was dealt by the front-running Kitchener Kodiaks to the Chiefs for future
considerations.

JUNIOR B: As usual, Kyle Goertz potted six goals in Milton's match against Mimico and Kyle Hagel
added a pair. Against the Oakville Buzz, Brenden T henhaus tossed in three and added three helpers
for Milton.

NOT ES: T oronto Beaches will host the Junior A all-star game, June 28 . . . Chiefs' T revor Wagar, 19,
a Guelph native, was named to Canadian U-19 field lacrosse team bound for the worlds in
Baltimore, Md., June 26-July 5.

CIT AT ION (APA ST YLE)CIT AT ION (APA ST YLE)

Hamilton Spectator, T. (2003, June 21). Chiefs losing coach at season's end. Hamilton Spectator, The (Ontario,
Canada), p. E05. Available from NewsBank: Access World News:
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/news/document-view?p=AWNB&docref=news/10C5E0C49A36E830.

Copyrig ht (c) 2003, The Hamilton Spectator. All rig hts reserved.


	Chiefs losing coach at season's end - Hamilton Spectator, The (Ontario, Canada) - June 21, 2003 - page E05

