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Burlington is the place to be if you're a dedicated junior A lacrosse player, interested in pursuing an
education at college or university.

T he local Ontario Lacrosse Association Chiefs are believed to be one of the only organizations in
the province that offers a bursary program to over-age players who have been on the roster for at
least two years and are furthering their post-secondary studies.

Burling ton ChiefsBurling ton Chiefs ' executive currently awards $200 for each year of player service.

T hat means players, who come from midget ranks to the Chiefs and stay for the full length of their
junior league eligibility, can receive $1,000. Quite a program for a sports team that plays a limited
schedule and often draws sparse crowds for league and playoff games.

T he program, in effect for five years, has benefitted five players thus far.

Shawn Cardy, who is entering his fifth year with the Chiefs, will be in line for the cash at the end of
the 1999 season. T he Assumption Secondary School product is currently in second year at the
University of Guelph.

"It's pretty classy," Cardy said when asked about the scholarship/bursary program. "It gives you
incentive to stay with the organization."

Players are expected to attend 90 per cent of all scheduled games and practices and live up to one
of three other obligations in order to receive the financial reward. T hey are:

* obtaining a sweater sponsorship of $250;

* payment of a $100 registration fee;

* working four bingos.

Chiefs' president Rod Butt points out that the money is held in trust and players can use it
whenever they decide to attend college or university.

"I don't know of any other junior A lacrosse club that does this," Butt said. "T he purpose of the
program is to offer the kids something after lacrosse when they finish their Jr. A careers."

Veteran junior A coach and general manager Jim Brady says the bursary program is a great idea.
"It sort of says to the guys, 'thank you for putting a lot of time in.'"

If a Chiefs' player is traded at the player's request, he will lose all credits. However, if a player is



traded "for the good of the lacrosse club," the credits stand.

Drafted players who do not make the club in their first or second seasons but play on Burlington's
affiliated junior B team receive a credit of $150, provided the player meets the 90 per cent
attendance requirement and is considered to be in good standing with the affiliated team.

It is also stated in the regulations that if a player plays three or four years and meets his
obligations, but chooses not to play lacrosse in his final year, he will only receive 50 per cent of
those credits accumulated. And if the club releases the player in his last year of eligibility, then the
player will receive 100 per cent of previous accumulated credits.

T he program is funded each year from either the general accounts of the club or by special
fundraising activities.

Said Cardy: "T he players basically just have to come and play. T he executive pretty well takes care
of everything else."

Butt says the Chiefs try to make Burlington an attractive organization in many other ways, such as
mileage expenses for out-of-town players, rings for graduating players and supplying all player
equipment needs. "Burlington does more for its players than the other clubs," he added. "We
provide them a lot of little things."

Chiefs have a busy weekend coming up. Burlington travels to Fort Erie's Chippewa Arena tonight at
7:30 for an exhibition game against the defending champion Six Nations Arrows. Proceeds go to
Fort Erie Minor Lacrosse.

T omorrow, Chiefs and three other junior A teams will be involved in a day-long exhibition series of
games at Skyway Arena. Burlington's games are at 10:30 a.m. (Six Nations), 1 p.m. (Mississauga
T omahawks) and 6:30 p.m. (T oronto Beaches).
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